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he knows they cannot be better pleased anywhere,
it is all one, the tradesman must take it; he must
place it to the account of his calling, that it is his
business to be ill used and resent nothing; and so
must answer as obligingly to those that give him an
hour or two's trouble, and buy nothing} as he does
to those who, in half the time, lay out ten or twenty
pounds. The case is plain ; it is his business to get
money; to sell and please: and if some do give
him trouble, and do not buy, others make him
amends, and do buy: and even those who do not
buy at one time, may at another.

I have heard, that some ladies, and those too per-
sons of good note, have taken their coaches, and
spent a whole afternoon in Ludgate-street, or Co-
vent-garden, only to divert themselves in going from
one mercer's shop to another, to look upon their
fine silks, and to rattle and banter the shopkeepers,
having not so much as the least occasion, much less
intention, to buy anything; nay, not so much as
carrying any money out with them to buy anything,
if they fancied it; yet this the mercers, who under-
stand themselves, know their business too well to
resent; nor, if they really knew it, would they take
the least notice of it, but perhaps tell the ladies
they were welcome to look upon their goods; that
it was their business to show them ; and that if they
did not come to buy now, they might see they were
furnished to please them when they might have oc-
casion.

On the other hand, I have been told, that some-
times those sort of ladies have been caught in their
own snare; that is to say, have been so engaged by
the good usage of the shopkeeper, and so unex-
pectedly surprised with some fine thing or other
that has been shown them, that they have been
drawn in by their fancy, against their design, to lay